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Establish etiology for required airway management

Reposition patient to ensure open airway

Suction as necessary

Cardiac Arrest of Presumed Cardiac Etiology

Continue CPR for 3 cycles (6 minutes)

ROSC?

King airway 

successful?

No

Continue respiratory 

assist with BVM & oral or 

nasopharyngeal airway

No

Yes

Respiratory Arrest
Altered Mental Status

Trauma, Traumatic Brain Injury

Gag reflex 

intact?

Insert oral or nasopharyngeal airway;  

assist respirations with BVM

No

ET

 successful in 2 

attempts?

King airway 

successful in 2 

attempts?

Ventilate every 6 – 8 

seconds (8-10 

breaths per minute)

Yes

Continue respiratory assist 

with BVM and oral or 

nasopharyngeal airway

Yes

No

Yes

Transport to 

appropriate facility

No

Pt length less 

than 4 feet?

Insert oral or 

nasopharyngeal airway;  

assist respirations with BVM

Yes

Yes

No

 
 

NOTES: 

 Limit intubation and King airway insertion attempts to one attempt per provider with a total of two 
attempts.  Assure adequate oxygenation and ventilation between attempts.   

 An intubation attempt is defined as “the insertion of the laryngoscope blade into the oropharynx”. 
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